
 

From the Editor:   

As a club, we are in a  period of transition concerning how the club shares information with 
members.  An excellent example of this is the re-design of our web site.  Changes in the 
newsletter will also occur.  We encourage and ask for articles from you, the members of this 
club.  The editor wants all members to become more active in the creation of the contents 
of this newsletter.  This newsletter is by you and for you.  

 

This edition is an example of  some changes to the newsletter. 

Below is link to our webpage: 

  

 

INW Newsletter  

 July 2017 

 

From President Doug: 
  

At the last meeting, Frank Hutchison presented a very interesting demo on sanding and fin-
ishing your work. This coming Thursday, August 3 we are going to present more tips how 
about homemade jigs and unusual devices that make our work easier. 

 

At the last open training session at Riverview there were nine club members and various 
times with a very informal presentation by Ron Gooley making finials. Tommy John will host 
the next session at Riverview on August 19 with several board members present to assist 
with your turnings. 

 

The board discussed a display cabinet for club turnings at Woodcraft. We will continue to 
explore this alternative with Nick and Rosemary. 

 

John Fox suggested that we participate in the Portland symposium, group collaboration chal-
lenge. John will follow up, and learn the guidelines and lead the group. 

 

Ron Sasse and Carl Bodenstein have projects underway at the Vet’s Garage. 

 

I look forward to seeing you all Thursday night.  

 

 

Doug 
INW President 
dougeaton@mac.com 

http://inwwoodturners.com/
mailto:dougeaton@mac.com




 

2017 Board of Directors 

President  Doug Eaton  dougeaton@mac.com 

Treasurer  Carl Bodenstein  cjboden@earthlink.net  

Secretary  Will Lloyd-Davies wlloydda@gmail.com 

Demonstrator  
Coordinator  Ron Gooley  crgooley@gmail.com 

Webmaster  Ron Valley   rvalley@comcast.net 

Membership  Pat Hickey  patrico3808@gmail.com    

Newsletter  Shelley Hays  sandrhays@netscape.net  

Librarian  Sabrina Murphy  sabrina13060@aol.com  

Newsletter Suggestions  Encouraged 

Have an article, comments, or suggestions for our  

newsletter?  I would appreciate hearing from you!    

Email to: sandrhays@netscape.net 

“WoodTurner” in the subject line please. 
 

 

General Meeting:  

August 3, at 6:30pm 

Woodcraft 

212 N. Sullivan Rd., 

Spokane Valley, WA 
 

Show and Tell / Exhibit Table:  Please bring your current work.  We anticipate having a table for critique for those that 
want constructive appraisal, as well as a table for those that just want to show their work without critique.  We en-
courage learning and getting new ideas from evaluation, but some work needs none, and some artists prefer not to 
participate in that fashion.  The choice is always yours ! 
******************************************* 
Raffle Table:  Please feel free to bring extra wood, new or used tools, or other items for the raffle table.  The money 
raised from the raffle helps us maintain day to day operations of the club. 
******************************************* 

Treasurer’s Message:  

We will begin accepting 2017 dues for INW in December,  
payments can be made in advance of that if you are snow birding, etc. 
 

Dues are per annum, beginning at each New Year, January 1, 2017.  Renewal and new member dues are currently 
$30.00, including family memberships, with students registered as members for free.  
 

Make checks out to Inland NorthWest Woodturners or INW for short. Checks can be put in the mail to:  
 

Inland Northwest Woodturners, c/o Carl Bodenstein, 701 W Timberview Ln, Spokane, WA 99224  
 

Please remember the dues and membership for INW have no relation to membership or dues for AAW.   
We prorate annual dues for NEW MEMBERS ONLY till June 30th, after which a minimum dues for the remainder of 
the year is $15.00.  All renewing members are $30.00 for 2017. 
******************************************* 

WEBSITE UPDATE:  our website is up and running and getting better all the time.  Members and visitors are encour-
aged to view the new features at:   http://inwwoodturners.com/  

******************************************* 

FUNDAMENTALS AT RIVERVIEW: On the third Saturday of each month there are demonstrations and opportunities 
for hands-on experience under the mentoring of more experienced club members starting at 9:00 am until ????? 
Riverview Retirement Community is located at 1801 E Upriver Dr, Spokane, WA 99207 and the workshop is located 
just south of the main entrance on Ross Ct.  
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I’m married to a quilter. (Note: NEVER call a quilter a 
sewer or seamstress.)  Which means that I occasionally 
can provide my wife with some “enhancements” to aid 
her in her quilting.  I’m still amazed that two 24” x 48” 
x 72” cabinets were filled with her fabric stash immedi-
ately upon my completing them.  I’m going to detail 
here two projects which she is particularly happy with 
– a seam ripper and a catch-all bowl. 

Seam Ripper 

Seam rippers can be bought at any fabric store with 
prices from $2-$12+.  The only difference between a 
$2 seam ripper and a $12 seam ripper is usually the 
handle quality but they are all plastic and tend to be on 
the small size (1 ½ inches in picture below). 

It’s easy to pull the metal ripper from the plastic han-
dle with a pair of pliers – just be careful of the tip be-
cause it can break easily.  I save the plastic cap and 
reuse it. 

This is a great project for that special little piece of 
wood you’ve been saving.  I generally use leftover piec-

es that were too small for pen blanks.  Also, you can 
easily laminate a few pieces together and get a nice-
looking handle but I would avoid trying to create 
something that’s “busy” – keep the design simple be-
cause it’s small.

 

Like most handle projects, this is likely to be spindle 
turning.  You can turn the handle between centers, but 
I’ve found that using a 4-jaw chuck to hold the blank 
keeps me from splitting the blank.  Here’s my process: 

Locate the center of each end of the blank. 

In one end, drill a hole about ¾” deep with a diameter 
that matches the metal ripper shaft.  If the hole is 
big, no worry, because we’ll secure it with epoxy in 
the final step. 

Secure the blank in a 4-jaw chuck and use the tailstock 
to lightly hold the end with the drilled hole.  If you 
don’t have pin jaws on your 4-jaw chuck, you can 
usually use the center of the chuck to hold the 
blank.  You also might want to use a longer blank 
to account for the material used to hold it in the 
chuck. 

Turn the blank round.  Now mark the distance from 
the tailstock end that the cap would fit over.  Turn that 
portion of the blank until the cap will just slip over – 
remember that it’s easy to remove wood but difficult 
to add it back on – so go slow and sneak up on a good 
fit.  WARNING:  Because the diameter will be small, it’s 
easy to break the blank if there’s too much pressure 
from the tailstock!  Go slow and check often!  

Project of the Month - Quilters’ Aids  

By Frank E. Hutchison 
_______________________________________________ 

 



 

 

 

Shape the rest of the handle as you wish.  If you need 
to reverse the blank to finish the other end, wrap 
the finished portion with painter’s tape before 
putting it in the chuck – this prevents the wood 
from being dented provided you don’t torque the 
chuck down all you can.

 

Finish as you wish.  Check the fit of the cap on the han-
dle to ensure the finish doesn’t prevent the cap 
from sliding on. 

Secure the metal ripper in the handle using a little 
epoxy.  You’re done! 

 

The finished product is better looking and easier to 
hold that the store bought original.  It only takes 20-30 
minutes to complete this project even if you break the 
blank and must start over.  Two Christmas’ ago, I made 
enough seam rippers for Mary Lynn’s entire quilting 
group – it took a couple of hours and made me a hero 
because I was such a “supportive husband.” 

Catch-all Bowl 

The “catch-all” bowl was one of my first attempts at 
bowl turning.  It’s simply a bowl within a bowl.   

The inner bowl holds a pin cushion while the outer 
bowl can hold seam rippers, scissors, or whatever 
needs to be corralled while quilting or sewing is being 
performed. 

What’s unusual about this bowl is that I made it before 
I had a 4-jaw chuck.  But I did have a screw chuck and 
that is what I used to hold the blank while turning the 
bowl portion.  Because I had to glue up two pieces of 
walnut to get a big enough blank, I had also flattened 
and sanded what would be the bottom before I started 
turning.  This way I didn’t have to reverse chuck the 
bowl to do the bottom! 

Because I didn’t know how to shorten the screw of the 
screw chuck, the hole goes all the way through, but, as 
my wife pointed out, the hole would be covered up by 
the pin cushion! 

When I was first investigating woodturning, I would 
visit a lot of juried craft shows on the Eastern sea-
board.  (A juried show means that an artist or crafts-
person had to pass an examination of their work be-
fore they could show.)  I noticed that many turners 
would cover the bottom of their bowls with felt.  I later 
found out that this was to hide the screw holes from 
their faceplate.  Hey, if you can’t see them, they don’t 
exist!  This is also a technique I use with my candle-
sticks to hide the weight I embed in the bottoms for 
stability. 



 Profiles in Woodturning - Profile in Woodturning - Frank E. Hutchison 

 

How and when did you get started woodturning? 

My wife, Mary Lynn, bought me a Delta Midi lathe for Valentine’s Day 2003.  She had actually encouraged 
me to get into woodworking in the late 90’s as my “mid-life crisis” – she said woodworking was almost as 
much fun as a sports car and a lot safer than women! 

 

What is your favorite type of woodworking/turning? 

YES! I like woodturning, naturally, but I also do scrollsaw work, mostly puzzles, toys and small gifts; furniture 
and cabinets, and even a boat.  I prefer to do new things rather than repeating what I’ve done in the past. 

 

Who or what is/was your greatest teacher? 

My dad was my first teacher and he taught me to approach anything by first thinking through the entire process, developing a 
plan, assemble everything needed, then executing in a methodical manner.  We did a lot of projects that he had never done be-
fore and they would always turn out great.  In woodworking, I’ve had so many great teachers, it would be difficult to name them 
all, but the week I spent at the John C. Campbell Folk School in 2005 had the greatest impact because it gave me the opportunity 
to get a good foundation in woodturning and prove that I could produce worthwhile objects. 

 

What was your happiest woodworking moment? 

In 2004, a co-worker’s house burned to the ground and his family lost everything.  Most everything could be replaced but his wife 
loved a fruit-and-vegetable/cookbook storage unit she had bought in Arkansas at a roadside stand and he couldn’t replace that.  I 
had him take pictures of the (badly) charred original and built an (almost) exact replicate.  He surprised her with the new storage 
unit and a couple of months later I got a hug from her when we met at a craft fair! 

 

What is your favorite tool/wood, and why? 

My favorite wood is walnut.  My favorite tool is whatever one gets the job done. 

 

What is your biggest challenge in woodturning? 

Keeping at something until it becomes automatic – I really hate repetition! 

 

Are you a member of AAW? 

Yes, AAW Member #24043 

 

How has being a member of INWT affected your work and life? 

Being a member of INWT has broadened my horizons because we have so many great turners.  Perhaps 
the greatest benefit is the friendship and camaraderie, everyone is willing to help and enjoy getting 
together for woodcutting, demonstrations or just talk shop.  Regarding my own work, I’ve been 
pushed to be better in technique and design but the biggest impact is getting out of my comfort 
zone in demonstrating in public, writing about turning and developing the club’s website.  

What is your favorite project/piece? 

Whatever piece I’ve just finished!  If I had to pick one turning project, it would likely be a 14” bowl I 
turned from glued-up fir 2x4’s – it was incredibly difficult to turn without tearout and required a lot 
of sanding!  



 Ron Seese 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WANTED AND FOR SALE ITEMS 

We are using the Newsletter as a mechanism to list MEMBERS' ONLY items for sale or wanted.  Please submit all 
requests for listings to the Newsletter master at:  newsletter@inwwoodturners.com       

All items will be listed ONLY once on request, and if not sold or acquired during that month's  newsletter, a new 
request for listing must be submitted.   

 

Inland Northwest Woodturners is making a bulk purchase of Anchorseal.  INW is 
offering to all current club members Anchorseal at $15 per gallon.  You must pre-
order on the website at the store.  Current member have access to log into the 
website.  Non-members do not.  Arrival and distribution date will be announced.  

INW is acting as a listing agent only and is not responsible for the item, it’s condition, pricing, or any other logistics of any resulting transaction. Further-
more, INW takes no fee for any listing or transactions that take place as a result of the listing.  Listings will stay on the Newsletter for one month only un-
less specific new request is made to extend the listing into the next Newsletter.  No commercial listings are allowed for members that have business inter-
ests in the items being listed.  INW has sole discretion to not list or remove a listing that it feels is not in it’s general membership’s interest.  Lister’s contact 

mailto:newsletter@inwwoodturners.com


We have created a page on the INW website inwwoodturners.com. called “Store” that will 
allow anyone to make their dues payments or donations on line by credit card. 

If you are still waiting to make your 2017 membership dues payment (only a few of you are 
still outstanding), now is your chance ! 

The system is secure and it processes completely on our own web site, using an application 
from our already existing Square account.  The integration is seamless, safe, and really cool ! 

The fee to the club for each transaction is the same as our normal Square credit card 
processing fee, and the efficiency makes it well worth that expense. 

Should you wish to check it out, and are willing to spend $10 (or any multiple of $10 you 
would like) as a donation to the club, the last item on the list is for “Tax Deductible Donation” 
and is listed at $10, but you may change the “quantity” to be any multiple of $10 you would 
like. (for example put quantity 10 for a donation of $100). 

I would very much like your feedback if you use the method to donate, pay your dues, etc.  

I am hoping to be able to add other “items” like donated tools and even wood to the listings 
and would let everyone know when new “items” are posted for “sale”.   

If anyone is interested, Square integrated seamlessly with our Word Press created web site, 
and PayPal required us to write code to create the equivalent “store”.  Since we have a Square 
account already, it was a no brainer ! 

 

http://inwwoodturners.com


 Volunteer Opportunities 
The Inland Northwest Woodturners is a  

volunteer organization 
– meaning that everything is performed by members who give of their time to conduct the business and activ-
ities of the organization.  Besides helping to promote woodturning, volunteers also develop friendships by 
working alongside their fellow woodturners and you can learn new skills as well. 

Volunteering is not time consuming.  Board members spend 6-10 hours a month on their duties but most 
volunteers only contribute at meetings or special events.  For example, the video assistant is responsible for 
setting up and operating the video equipment during our regular monthly meeting.  It usually takes less than a 
half hour to set up before the meeting and 15 minutes to take down after the meeting – and the rest of the time 
is during the meeting – and you’re already at the meeting! 

Current volunteer opportunities and their estimated time commitment per month are: 

 Video assistant (~1 hour) 

 Assistant webmaster (~4 hours) 

 Facebook coordinator (~4 hours) 

 Assistant Coffee Coordinator (~1 hour) 

 Assistant Program Coordinator (~2 hours) 

 Assistant Newsletter Editor (~2 hours) 

 Cutting Party Coordinator (~1 hour + event) 

 Assistant Special Event Coordinator (~1 hour + ~5 hours per event) 

 Assistant Librarian (~1 hour) 

 Wood Raffle Coordinator (~1 hour) 

 Club Photographer (~1 hour per meeting or event) 

  

Give of yourself – help your fellow woodturners (and yourself) and have fun while you’re doing it!  Training 
will be provided! 

 

 

The Inland Northwest Woodturners are on Facebook  

(https://www.facebook.com/inwturners/)! 

You can post pictures as well as comment on posts.   
We encourage you to like us on Facebook!  

If you are interested in learning more about volunteering, contact the president, Doug Eaton; the webmas-
ter, Frank Hutchison; or the treasurer, Carl Bodenstein, at any meeting or come to the monthly Board meeting 
at Frankie Doodles on the third Thursday at 11:30.  (If it’s your first time, the club buys your lunch!) 

https://www.facebook.com/inwturners/

