
 

From the Editor:   

As a club, we are in a  period of transition concerning how the club shares information with 
members.  An excellent example of this is the re-design of our web site.  Changes in the 
newsletter will also occur.  We encourage and ask for articles from you, the members of this 
club.  The editor wants all members to become more active in the creation of the contents 
of this newsletter.  This newsletter is by you and for you.  

 

This edition is an example of  some changes to the newsletter. 

Below is link to our webpage: 

  

 

INW Newsletter  

 October 2016 

 

From President Doug: 
     The month of October started off with a well-attended (I am guessing 40+ people) barbecue at Bob and Virginia 
Weaver’s shop in the afternoon of October 1. I am sure that everyone enjoyed the Weavers hospitality. 

     At our regular meeting on October 6, Ron Valley told of his experiences and steps in learn how to make  two wood 
drying kilns. He brought his small kiln with him so that he could talk about the specific components. Ron prepared 
and provided a handout to anyone who was interested in his experiences. 

     My favorite piece of the ‘show and tell’ table is a very dynamic 9” bowl made from Mesquite, coincidentally by 
Ron Valley. Mesquite is a very hard wood, and often contains silica residue requiring frequent tool sharpening during 
turning. 

 

 

 

     On the Saturday following our normal meeting we welcomed Stuart Batty as a demonstrator. His demonstration 
was very well received, drawing raves from many of our members including Charlie Benson who declared it ‘The best 
demonstration he had ever seen.’ 37 members and guests viewed the demonstration. 

     Stuart’s Saturday demonstration was followed by two days of hands-on classes at Riverview. Again the reviews of 
Stuart’s classes exceeded our expectations (which were already very high). 

     The next Saturday, nine members of the INW Woodturners met at Riverview for a day of turning. 

     The board meeting, Ron Valley volunteered to become the meeting program coordinator. He will begin these du-
ties with the December meeting. 

     Member Joe Mach will demonstrate how to make wooden toys and simple Christmas tree ornaments at our next 
meeting on November 3. 

 

http://inwwoodturners.com/


 

2016 Board of Directors 

President  Doug Eaton  dougeaton@mac.com 

Treasurer  Carl Bodenstein  cjboden@earthlink.net  

Secretary  Will Lloyd-Davies wlloydda@gmail.com 

Demonstrator  
Coordinator  Ron Gooley  crgooley@gmail.com 

Webmaster  Ron Valley   rvalley@comcast.net 

Membership  Pat Hickey  patrico3808@gmail.com    

Newsletter  Shelley Hays  sandrhays@netscape.net  

Librarian  Sabrina Murphy  sabrina13060@aol.com  

Newsletter Suggestions  Encouraged 

Have an article, comments, or suggestions for our  

newsletter?  I would appreciate hearing from you!    

Email to: sandrhays@netscape.net 

“WoodTurner” in the subject line please. 
 

 

General Meeting:  

November 3, at 6:30pm 

Woodcraft 

212 N. Sullivan Rd., 

Spokane Valley, WA 
 

Show and Tell / Exhibit Table:  Please bring your current work.  We anticipate having a table for critique for those that 
want constructive appraisal, as well as a table for those that just want to show their work without critique.  We en-
courage learning and getting new ideas from evaluation, but some work needs none, and some artists prefer not to 
participate in that fashion.  The choice is always yours ! 
******************************************* 
Raffle Table:  Please feel free to bring extra wood, new or used tools, or other items for the raffle table.  The money 
raised from the raffle helps us maintain day to day operations of the club. 
******************************************* 

Treasurer’s Message:  

We will begin accepting 2017 dues for INW in December,  
payments can be made in advance of that if you are snow birding, etc. 
 

Dues are per annum, beginning at each New Year, January 1, 2017.  Renewal and new member dues are currently 
$30.00, including family memberships, with students registered as members for free.  
 

Make checks out to Inland NorthWest Woodturners or INW for short. Checks can be put in the mail to:  
 

Inland Northwest Woodturners, c/o Carl Bodenstein, 701 W Timberview Ln, Spokane, WA 99224  
 

Please remember the dues and membership for INW have no relation to membership or dues for AAW.   
We prorate annual dues for NEW MEMBERS ONLY till June 30th, after which a minimum dues for the remainder of 
the year is $15.00.  All renewing members are $30.00 for 2017. 
******************************************* 

WEBSITE UPDATE:  our website is up and running and getting better all the time.  Members and visitors are encour-
aged to view the new features at:   http://inwwoodturners.com/  

******************************************* 

FUNDAMENTALS AT RIVERVIEW: On the third Saturday of each month there are demonstrations and opportunities 
for hands-on experience under the mentoring of more experienced club members starting at 9:00 am until ????? 
Riverview Retirement Community is located at 1801 E Upriver Dr, Spokane, WA 99207 and the workshop is located 
just south of the main entrance on Ross Ct.  
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Project of the Month – Donut Chuck 

By Frank Hutchison 

 

Of all the aspects of turning a bowl, perhaps the scariest is finishing the 
bottom.  You will have put a lot of effort into shaping the outside, turning 
the inside to a thin wall and then the last thing you’ll do is finish the 
bottom only to see your bowl crack or go flying across the shop.  And 
while there are many ways of finishing the shaping of the bottom of a 
bowl, perhaps the safest is use of a donut chuck. 

The donut chuck gets its name from the shape of the upper (or outer) 
disk.  The chuck consists of two disks in parallel with the bowl captured 
between them.  The bottom is finished through a hole in the upper disk.  
(See picture at right). 

The chuck is easy to make.  You will need two pieces of plywood or other 
flat wood and at least 4 bolts, nuts and washers (or inserts as described later).  ¾” Plywood is an excellent choice be-
cause it’s flat, constructed of cross-laminated plies and dimensionally stable – it’s not likely to fly apart on you or vi-
brate.  The bolts should be at least ¼” diameter and long enough to pass through both pieces of wood and the height 
of bowls you turn.  I started with 6” long bolts. 

Here’s the process I used to construct my donut chuck: 

Start with two pieces of ¾” flat wood – one should produce a circle as large as will fit your lathe – mine was 16” – 
this will be the base piece.  The other should be as large as possible up to the size of the first.  This one will be-
come the donut. 

Draw lines on both pieces dividing the discs into quadrants.  These will be used later to align the discs for drilling. 

Drill a ¼” in the center of both discs and secure the base to a faceplate.  Turn the two discs so they were perfect 
circles.  Mark the upper disc for the donut hole (approximately 2/3’s the diameter) and also mark a circle 1” 
from the edge. 

Drill holes through both discs where the circle 1” from the upper disc’s edge and the quadrant marks are located.  
These holes should be sized for the bolts you will be using – I used 5/16” diameter bolts. 

If you will be using nuts and washers to secure the bolts, then you can move on to the next step.  I decided to use 
inserts in place of nuts and washers because they would eliminate the need for an additional hand when as-
sembling the chuck.  If you do use inserts, flip the assembly over, at this point and drill holes (size depends on 
the inserts you are using) for the inserts.  You want the inserts on the side opposite where the bolts will come 
through so the whole chuck will be in compression – the inserts will be more secure, although you can also use 
epoxy with the inserts. 

Now you need to cut the donut hole.  You can cut the hole on the lathe using a parting tool but you should first 
reverse the disc so you are cutting from what will be the back.  You want a bevel on the back so the bowl will 
be automatically centered without the edge of the donut hole cutting into the bowl. 

Now you can assemble the donut chuck and finish your bowl.  Place the base disc on your workbench and place 
your bowl upside down on it roughly centered.  Place a piece of foam around the edge of the donut hole and 
place it over the bowl bottom.  Secure the entire chuck with bolts from the front with any excess length behind 
the chuck – you don’t want anything sticking out where it can hit you!  The chuck is now ready to use. 

Operating this chuck requires that you keep the speed down and take light cuts pushing toward the headstock.  
This avoids creating tangential forces which will amplify any vibration. 

 



Stuart Batty Spokane Demo and Workshop Days Roundup 

 

Stuart Batty, a remarkable wood turner and educator, visited us in Spokane in early October and conducted 
one full - day demonstration day at WoodCraft, and two days of personalized workshops at Riverview Shop.  
Overall those that attended were thrilled with the sessions and expect a long-term benefit on their under-
standing and turning skills.  Those that attended the small group workshop sessions, whether beginner or 
advanced turners, all benefited by better understanding and execution of their cuts and tool handling skills, 
with an emphasis on turning safety. 

Stuart teaches by enforcing understanding of the nature of the tool, the wood, and the lathe, with safety 
always first, and subsequent emphasis on efficiency.  He divides understanding and skills into 7 main dimen-
sions:  grain, chucking, sharp tools, tool rest, lathe speed, stance and lastly, technique.  Technique is further 
divided into understanding the role of the right and left hands very separately, with the right hand (for right 
handed turners) being the sole control hand, and the left hand being only the assistant with a very limited 
role, primarily that of providing “non-control” down-force on the tool at the tool rest.  Stuart further divides 
needed cuts into a very limited group of essential cuts that must be mastered, and simplifies those cuts by 
understanding the physics of blade to wood interactions.  This results in understanding the nature of a maxi-
mally clean cut, minimal tearout, maximal use of turner energy, and speed in overall turning efficiency.  
Though none of us are production turners, the skills he has acquired as a production turner are well utilized 
in everyday turning of one - off projects.  Going further, Stuart teaches tool re-shaping and sharpening to 
enable safe and clean cuts with an absolute minimum number of core tools.  Though Stuart is known as hav-
ing re-defined the science of the negative rake scraper, he is primarily a spindle roughing gouge and bowl 
gouge user, with the addition of a bowl-bottoming gouge.  Grind angle and shape are essential components 
in his program.   

Very few individuals have been “brought up in turning” as has Stuart, a third generation turner.  To all that 

had the privilege of meeting him and seeing his turning and teaching skills, the result was very satisfying!  

We are hopeful to bring Stuart back to Spokane in about a year, and hope those that saw him this time, and 

many more will join us in learning better craft!  

Below and on the following page are images from the demonstration.  Our little club has a very nice setup 

for demonstrations.   



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Board is adding a BUY / SELL feature to our monthly Newsletter.  It is intended to provide a free listing of turning 

equipment that members want to buy or sell, and  a posting of wood available to members.  No commercial listing is 

permitted.  This list is automatically purged each month. 

If you have turning equipment available for sale, wish to find turning equipment to purchase, or have wood available 

to members, provide our Newsletter Editor  Shelley Hays [sandrhays@netscape.net], with: 

The equipment you wish to buy or sell and as many details you wish to include. 

Your best contact numbers (either phone or e-mail – or both) 

Shelley will list your information in the next Newsletter as time and space permits.  This information will have to be 

repeated each month if you want to continue your listing. 

The INWWoodturners makes no claims on anything listed and is not responsible for any conflict resulting in the 

listing, as this is a courtesy only provided to INWWoodturners membership. 

YOU WISH TO BUY TOOLS  –  SELL TOOLS  –  OFFER WOOD TO MEMBERS   (Choose one) 

X_______  _____ 

Your’ Name 

x__ 

Description of tools or wood 

X_______________________ 

X_______________________ 

Best contact number or e-mail address 

x_____ 


